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A Report on the February 2001 Activities Establishing the New Japan GEMS
Center

In late February, 2001, the new Japan GEMS Center was established with an exciting series of
leaders workshops that included participants from all over Japan. Kimi Hosoume and Carolyn Willard
of the LHS GEMS staff had the pleasure of working with GEMS Center Director Kazu Furukawa and
the Japan Environmental Education Forum (JEEF) to launch this very exciting

partnership.

Preparation for the new center began with JEEF staff attending GEMS workshops in Berkeley, and
with additional planning visits to Berkeley by Kazu Furukawa and the JEEF Secretariat Director, Eiji
Ooguro. They explained that Japanese schools will begin using a new science curriculum in 2002
which will include more inquiry-based learning. JEEF, already active in inquiry based environmental
education, wanted to form a partnership with LHS GEMS to help classroom teachers implement
this type of engaging, inquiry-based science and mathematics teaching. We are honored to be a
part of this effort.

For the two-day "Center-launch™ workshops at Seijo Gakuen in Tokyo, Kazu gathered a very
impressive group of over sixty teachers, professors, and business people from around the country.
She scheduled an additional workshop the following weekend in Yokohama to accommodate 30
participants who were not able to attend the first workshops. The Yokohama workshop was held at
the new Wondership Science Museum, and we added an extra workshop day for the museum staff.
Kimi also presented a well-received session on Terrarium Habitats at the annual Outdoor Education
Conference, which is attended by outdoor educators from all over the country.

this paragraph omitted

Overall, the workshops were a tremendous success and we very much appreciate the talented and
dedicated educators with whom we had the privilege of working. Everyone was so gracious and kind,
and made our time in Japan very memorable and happy. We look forward to a long and effective
partnership with JEEF in the years to come, helping to support Japanese classroom teachers as they
implement more inquiry-based lessons.
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April 19th, 2001
Carolyn Willard
GEMS Network Director

Lawrence Hall of Science
University of California, Berkeley
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